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The task of comparing the Stonyhurst pageants with other 
English cycles is rendered impossible by the fact that the parts 
lost from the Stonyhurst Pageants cover almost the entire sub- 
ject-matter of the Old Testament parts of the four English 
cycles. Even the Cornish Origo Mundi covers by no means so 
much ground. It is only in the play of Moses that we find a 
basis of comparison. And in that play the author has followed 
Scripture so closely that it is not possible to find any significant 
points of agreement. The French Mistere du Viel Testament 
also follows Scripture with a good deal of closeness and agrees 
with the Stonyhurst Pageants in presenting Jacob, Joseph, Mo- 
ses, Balaam (Chorus in Stonyhurst), Samson, Saul, David, 
Solomon. It does not include Joshua, Gideon, Jepthe, Elias, 
and Naamau. 

The grouping of subjects into certain pageants, however, fol- 
lows the traditional Old Testament topics as presented in the 
service of the church, but since the Stonyhurst Pageants are 
more or less inclusive this fact has little significance. The 
stories told in the Golden Legend, for example, are the same, ex- 
cept for Naaman, as those in the Stonyhurst Pageants, although 
Gedeon, Jepthe, and Samson are merely "passed over in the 
Golden Legend." Everything considered, it seems at least pos- 
sible that the Stonyhurst Pageants were written to take the 
place of older plays in a form so faithful to Scripture that they 
would give no offense to current taste, and that they may have 
back of them an original cycle, which, however, they resemble 
only in a very general way. 

Haedik Ckaig. 

The State Ukiteesitt op Iowa. 



Etruskische Malerei, by Feitz Weege. Max Niemeyer-Verlag, 
Halle, 1921. 

In spite of the fact that a great mass of literature on the 
Etruscan question has fallen into dusty neglect in the libraries, 
we are still in need of special studies on every branch of Etruscan 
archaeology. "Weege's book, attractively printed and bound, 
with more than a hundred full-page plates and nearly as many 
cuts inserted in the text, can not fail to be welcomed with joy. 
The title is somewhat misleading, for the author has confined his 
detailed discussion to the tomb paintings of Corneto-Tarquinii, 
where he recognizes a local school in existence from the sixth 
to the second century b. c. It is disappointing to find no men- 
tion of the vase decoration which flourished still earlier in the 
same place. One chapter is devoted to the distinguishing quali- 
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ties of Etruscan art in general^ and one to the technique and 
dating of the Cornetan frescoes ; four others contain discussions 
of Etruscan history, manners and customs, while the longest of 
aU describes the circumstances under which the tombs were dis- 
covered. All this is interesting and is enlivened by the author's 
evident enthusiasm for his subject ; but it is disappointing to the 
eager seeker after fresh knowledge of Etruscan painting to find 
that less than one-third of the text deals with that subject. The 
plates are of permanent value, but the text is too general in 
scope to be of first-rate importance to scholars. Webge has 
allied himself with those who believe that the Etruscans mi- 
grated to Italy from Asia. On the question of their early rela- 
tions with Eome, he declares his opinion plainly when he counts 
as Etruscan the bronze wolf made in Home in the sixth century, 
" einer Zeit in der Eom etruskisch war." 

Louise E. W. Adams. 

nokthampton, mass. 
June, 1921. 



TJntersuchungen zur Geschichte des Kaisers Septimius Severus. 
By Johannes Hasbbeoek. Heidelberg: Carl Winter 
(1931). Pp. viii and 201. 

This study is largely concerned with the outward acts of Sep- 
timius Severus, his political and military activities and the 
chronology of them. It will prove very useful for reference to 
them. A thorough-going search of the sources, ancient and mod- 
ern, has been made, including coins, papyri, and inscriptions 
which, if of any significance, are printed in full in a special ap- 
pendix. Unfortunately, Hasebeoek failed to see, until his book 
was in the printer's hands, Maurice Platnauer's " The Life and 
Eeign of Septimius Severus" (1918), and has not read an 
article by the same man on " The Defeat of Niger," in the 
Journal of Eoman Studies (1918), and the same topic in my 
" Studies in the History of Syria " (1915). 

Comment on minor errors would be out of place in a brief 
review, and there are not many of them. A major error, it 
seems to the reviewer, is made again and again in wholly sub- 
jective estimates of the historical value of various statements in 
the Vitae. It is to be regretted that the author did not see fit 
to extend his studies to take in the new policies of this critical 
reign. While collecting so much good source material, he has 
omitted an assembling, from Justinian's Corpus, of laws passed 
by Severus. These and the great figure of the jurist Papinian 
scarcely find mention. 

6. A. Habeee. 

Univisrsitt op North Carouita. 



